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High Pro�le Nebraska 
Facility Constructed on 
Former Brown�elds Site
 Thiele Geotech believes their Geoprobe® rig is the “ideal 

tool” for working in an urban setting.  According to Dennis 

Anderson, Vice President of the Omaha, NE, company, “Our 

rig can maneuver to discrete boring locations at public venues 

with minimal disturbance to the surroundings,” he said, “and 

that’s extremely important when working in high pro�le, urban 

settings. Plus, the rubber tracks of the rig made it possible for 

us to retrieve soil borings at several locations within a densely 

wooded lagoon area. It’s a good �t for us.”

 The Thiele �eld team collected environmental groundwater 

samples at the Qwest Center in downtown Omaha as part of an 

ongoing monitoring program.  The 1.1 million sq. ft. facility, 

which covers 100 city blocks (approximately 422 acres of land), 

was constructed on a Brown�eld’s site that was historically 

utilized as a railyard for the Union Paci�c Railroad.

 Thiele Geotech used their 6620DT and the SP16 ground-

water sampler to collect discrete samples at 16 sites around the 

facility.  Samples were collected to bedrock; approximately 22 to 

28 feet.

 At a site near Omaha, Thiele Geotech investigated an area 

historically used to store incinerated sludge. The incinerator 

and lagoon cells were in operation between 1964 and 1978. 

Since that time the lagoons have become densely vegetated with 

overgrown brush and trees. “Our 6620DT worked very well at 

this site because the area was so dif�cult to access and maneuver 

around in,” said Dan Thiele, President of Thiele Geotech. “We 

were able to easily move across the rugged topography to get to 

the boring locations in the densely wooded lagoon area.”

 The area is proposed for redevelopment for improvements to 

the existing Missouri River Wastewater Treatment Plant.

 The proposed construction will involve the excavation and 

disposal of approximately 8,200 cubic yards of soil from the 

lagoons. “The intent of the investigation was to characterize 

the subsurface soils to determine proper handling and disposal 

procedures during the construction activities,” Dan added.

 The MC5 soil sampling system was utilized to advance the 

soil borings installed during this investigation and facilitate 

soil sampling. The DT325 sampling system was used for bulk 

sampling.

(top and above)  Thiele Geotech retrieves SP16 groundwater samples as part of an ongoing monitoring program at the 1.1 million sq. ft. Qwest Center in Omaha, NE.  The facility was built on a Brown�eld’s site that was 
historically used as a railyard for the Union Paci�c Railroad.  Construction for the $290 million arena and convention center, which covers 100 city blocks, was completed in 2003.   Cory Bachman, Driller, and Kyle Gappa, 
Driller’s Assistant,  operate their Geoprobe® 6620DT.   (right) Thiele Geotech’s �eld team and 6620DT completed geotechnical drilling services at the Creighton University Ryan Athletic Center in downtown Omaha. Six-
inch augers were used to advance Shelby tubes to 20 ft.

(below and lower right) Thiele Geotech uses their 6620DT to retrieve soil samples at the former Ash Lagoons near Omaha, NE.  Redevelopment construction of the area will involve the excavation and disposal of 
approximately 8,200 cubic yards of soil.  The �eld team members were Cory Bachman, Driller; James Beutler, Driller’s Assistant; and Dennis Anderson, Senior Geologist.




